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TT is Ordered, That the Thanks of 
this Court be given to the Reverend 


Dr. IS BOT, for his Sermon preached 


before this Court, and the Governors of 
the ſeveral Hoſpitals of this City, at the 
Pariſh-Church of St. Bridget, on W edneſ- 
day in Eafter-Week laſt ; And that he be 
Deſired | to Print the Fame, 


Mit 


— 


Ihe Parable of the Unjuſt Steward, 
EXPLAIN. 


— 
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SERMON 
Preach d before the Right Honourable 1 


1 Sir FOHN WAR D, Ent. 
Lord-Mayor of the City of Loxpox, | 5 


The Worſhipful the ALDERMEN, | | 


| | the SRERIFEFSs, and the PRESIDENTS ande 


| GoverNoks of the ſeveral Hoſpitals, 


i At the Pariſh- Church of St. B R ID GET, 15 
On 0 in EASTER- Weer. Apr. iſt 12 


[By BENTAMIN | 1BBOT, P. P. 
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st. LUKE . 
And I ſay unto yon, Make to your ſelves 


| friends of the mammon of unrighieouſ- 
neſs ; that when ye fail, they may 
. receive you into everlaſting habita- 
© Hons, | WT 


ESE Words of our Bleſſed 
EM Saviour contain the Moral, or Ap- 
Ba plication, of the Parable of the 
Ws Rich Man's Steward, and direct 
us to the true Senſe and Meaning 
* thereof. og ot 1 
1 ſhall make it my Buſineſs briefly to explain 
this Parable, and to improve it to our preſent 
- Purpoſe, by raifing ſuch uſeful Obſervations from 
it as may anſwer the Delign of this Solemnity. 


By the Rich Man, we are here to underſtand 
_ God Himſelf, who is the Univerſal Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, and the ſole Proprietor of all 


By 


* 
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By the Steward, is meant any, or every One, 


* God has entruſted with a Portion of the 
Good Things of this Life; and by bs. being 
called upon to give an Account of bis Stewardſhip 
we learn that we our ſelves alſo muſt, All of us, 
one day Account to God for the Uſe and Employ- 
ment of whatever he has given us. 
The Seward in the Parable, had, it ſeems, 
been Unjuſt to his Maſter, and "waſted his Goods, 
Upon this, his Maſter calls upon him to give up 
his Accounts, in. order to diſcharge him from 
that Office, ver. 1, 2. 
The Steward was greatly ſurpris'd at Ohis for 
as he had been falſe to his Maſter's Intereſt, ſo 
he had been altogether unmindful of his own : 
He had embezilled his Lord's Goods, without en- 
riching himſelf. And he ſaid within himſelf, 
What fhall I do? for my Lord taketh away from 
ne the flewardſhip + I cannot dig, (for I have 
never been usd to labour) and to beg I am 
aſhamed, ver. 3. 
And what Courſe he took to provide. for bis 
Subſiſtence, when he ſhould be turn'd out of Bis 
Employment, you may fee in the followi 
Verſes ; and that was by as notorious a piece o 
Injuſtice as any he had been guilty of before, 
he calls every one of his Lord's Debtors unto him, 
abates them largely of the ſeveral Sums they 
ſtood indebted. to his Lord, and ſo makes up his 
Accompts in their favour, in hopes that when 
he had oblig'd io many, ſome of them won d 
prove gratetul, and requite him, hy recervirg 
2 'n into their bouſes. 
His Maſter, no doubt, took notice of his 
Diſhoneſty, and was concern d to ſte himſelf thus 
abus d, and to have no way left to redreſs the 
Injury; tor he could demand no more of his 
7 Debtors, 


5, | 


(7) 


tors, than what they ſtood chare'd with; 

owever, he could not but praiſe the Wiſtlom and 

der the Shrewdneſs and Sagacity of his 

Steward, as having done wiſely for himſelf, tho 

is had dealt bone a 6 AB; him: And the Lord 
dr 


contmended the Un 
wiſely : for the Children of if this World are in their 
Generation wiſer than the Children of Light; i. e. 

The Men of this World, who mind earthly Things, = 


1 and make this World their chief Aim and Defis n, 


are wiſer in their way, viz. as to the Intereſts md 
Concernments of this Life, than Chriſtians, who 


are enlightened with the Knowledge of their own 


Immortality, and profeſs the Belief of a Future 
State, are in theirs, viz. as to the Intereſts and 
; Concernments of the Life to come. Hence it ap- 
pears in the _ 
Firſt place, What it is which our Saviour re- 
commends to our Imitation, in the Conduct of the 
Unjuft Steward; not any of his former evil Pra- 


5 Cłices for which he was turn'd out of his Place, 


nor his preſent Act of Injuſtice, by which he pro- 
vided for himſelf, but his great Prudence and 
Forecaſt, the Management and Contrivance he 
ſhew'd in making this Proviſion: For we muſt 
carefully diſtinguiſh here the Means from the 
End. The Means he made uſe of, were highly 
unjuſt and blameable ; but the End he propos d 
to himſelf, was very commendable and praiſe- 


 wotthy: And 'tis for his that our Lord commends 


him, or taking ſuch Care to provide for himſelf 
againſt what he ſaw was coming upon him, and 
to avoid thoſe two Things which he ſo much 

dteaded, Djgging and Begging. Our Saviour ſepa- 
rates his Wiſdom from his Ijaſtice, and recom- 
mends that to our Imitation, excluſively of zhis. 

He praiſes him, not becauſe he had dealt d: * 


J, 


bord becauſe he bad done 


(8) 
ly, but becauſe he had done wiſely. And he pro- 
poſes him as an Example for our Inſtruction and 
Reproof, to let us ſee how far we come ſhort of 
him, how much the Chi/dren of this World att bet- 
ter in their Affairs and Deſigns, in the little and 
low Purpoſes of this Lite, than Men of Religion, 
than Chriſtians do, in Things ſo much greater and 
better, in Affairs of the utmoſt Conſequence and 
Importance. How much more ſolicitous they are 


to avoid the temporal Evils of Poverty and Want; 


than we are to prevent the endleſs and inſupporta- 
ble Miſeries of another World. How much more 
diligent hey are in providing for their worſt and 
meaneſt Part, their Bodies ; than we are, in taking 
care of our beſt and nobleſt Part, our Souls. And 
how much more Prudence and Forecaſt zhey uſe, 


to ſecure to themſelves a Subſiſtence in this ſhort 


and tranſitory Life; than we do, to /ay wp in ſtore 
for our ſelves agood Foundation for the time to 
come, that we may lay hold on Eternal Life. _ 
Secondly, Hence we may gather a probable Rea- 
fon, why our Saviour choſe to inſtance in an wn a 
Steward, when he might as well (as we may be 

apt to think) have made uſe of the Example of a 
Juſt and Honeſt Man, who ſhew'd a great degree 
of Wiſdom and Prudence in the Management of 
his Worldly Affairs, (for ſuch, no doubt, there 
are) and have propcs'd him as a Pattern for us to 
imitate in our Spiritual Concerns. 
For, in this Parable, there being a Compariſon 
drawa between the Children of this World, and 
the Children of Light, and the different Meaſures 
Men take in the Purſuit of their Temporal and 
their Spiritual Intercſts ; and Compariſons being 
naturally more apt, and for that Reaſon us'd, to 
provoke Fmulation and Endeavours, than bare Ex- 
| hortations : The better to anſwer this End, our 
woes e Saviour, 
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Saviour, who plainly ſpeaks this Parable by way 
of Upbraiding, might, to upbraid us the more, 
chuſe to inſtance in ſuch a Man as this Unjuſt 
Steward was. For what a Shame and Reproach 
to us is it, and how ſhould it make our Blood 
riſe in our Faces, and fill us with Confuſion, that 
not only Worldly Men in general, are wiſer for 
the Concernments of this Lite, than Chriſtians are 
for thoſe of the next; that not only the Men of 
this World, who have their Portion in this Life, 
are more careful in /aying uf for themſelves Trea- 
ſures upon Earth, than Chriſtians, whoſe Hopes are 
full of Immortality, are in /aying up for themſelves 
Treaſures in Heaven: But that even the worlt ſort 
of zheſe, who have been Fools in their Generation, 
and very Bunglers in their own Buſineſs, who have 
been groſly careleſs and imprudent in the Manage- 
ment of their temporal Intereſt, thould yet, at the 
long run, outſtrip us, and ſhew themſelves wiſer, a- 
midſt all their Folly and Indiſcretion, than we who 
pretend to know ſo much better, and to ſee ſo 
much farther than they. That ſuch a Man as the 
Unjuft Steward, who had ſcarce one good Quality 
in him, ſhould, in ſo material a Point of Wiſdom, 
excel the very beſt of us. ; Do: 
Thus we ſe the general Defign of our Saviour 
in this Parable, is, to per ſwade us to imitate the 
Unjuſt Steward in this Particular, of providing for 
Futurity, or rather Eternity. That as he was 
liberal of that which was none of his own, and 
thereby made himſelf Friends, and provided for 
his future Subſiſtence: So Chriſtians ought to be 
liberal of this World's Goods, of which they are 
not the Owners, but the Stewards only and Diſ- 
penſers; and by being rich in good Works, ſhould 
make to themſelves Friends, and ſecure their Eter- 
nal Intereſt in Heaven. * if the Unjuſt Steward 
Hs 8 N 
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was commended for doing this, though in an un- 
Juſt way; how much more Praiſe ſhall we deſerve 
and have, for doing the ſame thing in a righteous | 
ow, and agreeably to the Rules of our Holy Re- 

This is our Saviour's Deſign in this Parable, and 
to this purpoſe He thus addreſſes himſelf to his 
' Diſciples in the Text. And I ſay unto you, Make 
to your ſelves Friends of the Mammon of Unrigh- 
zeouſneſs; that when ye fail, they may receive you 


into everlaſting Habitations. 


From the Parable thus Explain d, I ſhall raiſe the 
following Obſervationss. 


I. That All Men, but more eſpecially They who 


are rich in this World, are God's Stewards, and 


are accountable to Him for the Uſe and Em- 
ployment of whatever he has lent them. 


II. That Riches, whatever Value we may ſet 
upon them, are, in themſelves, but mean and 
indifferent things; our Bleſſed Saviour having 

afforded them no better Title than the Mam- 
mon of Unrighteouſneſs. 


HI. That however mean things Riches are in 
themſelves, they may be employ'd to the beſt 
and greateſt Purpoſes : We may make to our 

ſelves Friends 4 this Mammon of Unrighteouſ- 
neſs ;, that when we fail, they may receive us 
into everlaſting Habitations © 


I. From this Parable, it appears, that All Men, 

but more: eſpecially der” who are rich in this 
World, are God's Stewards, and accountable to Him 

for the Uſe and Employment of whatever He has 
lent them. oo e 
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We muſt not look upon our ſelves as the true 
_ Owners and Proprietors of thoſe things which we 
fleſs: we are ſo indeed with reſpect to our 
WC ahnen and the Laws of the Land in 
which we live; but with reſpect to God, and the 
Laws of Heaven, we are but Stewards and Diß 
V 8 
God Himſelf, as He is the great Creator of the 
World, ſo is He the ſole Sovereign and Propri- 
ctor of It. The whole World, and all that is 
therein, is His, by an Original Right of Creation; 
and He may juſtly command all, or any part of It, 
as He pleaſes. Thus He told the People of Iſrael, 
when they valued themſelves fo much upon ac- 
count of their Sacrifices, as if they had been of fuch 
real Service and Benefit to Him, that they would 
not atone for their Neglect of his other Com- 
mands: I will not reprove thee for thy Sacrifices, 
or thy Burnt-Offerings, to have been . goa bes: 
Jore me. I will rake no Bullock out of thy Houſe, 
nor Ile. goats out of thy Folds, for every Beaſt of 
the Foreſt is mine, and the Cattle upon a thouſand 
Hills. I know all the Fowls of the Mountains, and 
the wild Beaſts of the Field are mine. If I were 
Hungry, I would not tell thee ; for the World is mine, 
and the Fulneſs there. Pal. 50. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. 
And thus He ſpeaks concerning the Second Tem- 
ple, which, He ſays, he could make more glorious = 
than the Firſt, even in the outward Structure and 
Ornaments of It, had He not deſign d It a far grea- 
ter Glory of another fort 3 ſince He, who had the 
Whole World at his Command, could not want 
Materials for that purpoſe. The Silver is mine, 
and the Gold is mine, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts , 
Haggai 2. 8. ſo that whoever made any Oftering 
towards that Work, could offer nothing but what 
was God's, and what he Himſelf could command 
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for that Uſe. This is what Holy David very de- 
voutly acknowledges upon the ſame Occaſion; 
1 Chron. 29, 14. But who am I, and what is my 
People, that we ſhould be able to offer ſo willingly 
after this fort? for all things come. of thee, and of 
thine own have we given thee. 

For in a ſtrict and true Senſe, God is the Su- 
preme Lord, and Owner of the whole World ; and 
all Men, of whatever Rank or Station, are his 
Subjects and Tenants. As He made the Heaven, 
and the Fatth, the Sea, and all that in them is, 

1o He has an indiſputable Title to them all ; and 
| He has never alienated this Right, or any part of 
it, nor made it over to another, in that ample 
manner wherein He is poſſeſſed of it Himſelf. God 
never made any Man ſo far an Owner of what He 
poſſeſſes, nor inveſted him in his Eſtate with ſuch 
an abſolute Power, as to leave him at perfect liber- 
ty to diſpoſe of it as he pleaſes, without any Con- 
dittion or Reſtraint, and without giving any Ac- 
count. The Original Right is ſtill in God, and 

whatever He gives us, He may give upon what : 

Terms, and for what Uſes he pleaſes. This is an 

unalienable Privilege and Prerogative of His Crown, 


and a neceſſary Conſequence of His abſolute M7 


vereignty and Dominion over the Works of his 
own Hands. 

So that the Richeſt and Greateſt ml us, how 
much ſoever we may value our ſelves for our large 
Poſſeſſions, are but God's Stewards, and Tenants at 
il. We hold all that we have of Him, as the 
grand Proprietor of All. To Him we are accounta- 

ble for the Uſe and Employment of our Riches; 
and He may diſplace us wheneyer he pleaſes, and 
call upon us to return Him his own again. : 

And This ſhould teach us not to over- value our 
Riches or our Selves upon their account, as if we 
MF were 
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were ſo much better than other Men, by how much 
our Poſſeſſions are larger than theirs. For theſe 
things are not our own proper Goods, and there- 
fore we ought not to glory in them: They are only 

lent us for a time, and given us in truſt; and the 
greater our Riches are, the more are we indebted 
to God from whom we received them. 1 
It is indeed a great Honour, and a Bleſſing to us, 
when God is pleaſed to intruſt us with a large 
ſhare of the things of this World; and All phat are 
rich in this World ought ſo to eſteem it: But then 
we muſt remember, that our Riches are a weighty 
Truſt committed to us; that we received them upon 
certain Terms and Conditions, and are to uſe and 
employ them for worthy Purpoſes, Purpoſes where- 
in the Glory of God and the Good of Mankind 
are concerned ; that we muſt be always ready to 
Honour the Lord with our Subſtance, by doing all the 
Good we can in the World, and making our Riches 
_ Inſtrumental to Piety and Virtue, and not convert- 
ing them to our own private Uſe and Advantage, 
any other ways than God is pleaſed to allow of, 
fr OW 3 
For, as I before ſaid, God has not given any 
Man ſuch an abſolute Power over his Eſtate, that 
he may make what uſe of it he pleaſes, and 
ſpend it in Gaming, exceſſive Apparel, or riotous 
Living; for though human Laws may let ſuch a 
Man as this paſs unpuniſhed, yet God will reckon 
ſeverely with him for the Abuſe of his Riches. 
Nor, on the other hand, is it lawful for any Man, 
or what he can anſwer to God, to be ſo Worldly- 
minded, and ſo intent upon gathering Wealth, as 
to mind nothing elſe, and never to think of ma- 
king any uſe of what he has, ſaving be beho/ding 
it with his Eye. For this is to pervert the very 
End and Deſign of Riches; and therefore though 
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this Man alſo falls not under the cognizance of 
human Laws, yet he will not eſcape the Laws of 
God, but will incur the heavy Sentence pro- 
nounc'd in the Goſpel againſt that wicked and 
ot hful Servant who hid his Lord's Talent in the 
Eartb, and was caſt, as an unprofitable Wretch, 
into outer darkneſs, Mat. 25. 30. . 
God's having truſted us with Riches, does 
indeed give us a Right to ſerve our Selves firſt. 
We are certainly neareſt, and cannot but be deareſt 
to our ſelves ; ſo that our Charity may and muſt 
begin at Home: but we muſt take care that it 
does not end there too. For when we have pro- 
vided a competent Subſiſtence for our Selves, and 
our own Families, ſuitable to our Rank and Station 


in the World; whatever God has bleſſed us with 


more than this, belongs to the Poor who want it. 
It is their ſtrict Due, and a Juſt Debt which they 
may challenge of us; and we are highly ungrate- 
ful and unjuſt if we refuſe to pay it. They can- 
not, indeed, implead Us before Human Judica- | 
tures, nor force us to this by the Laws of the 
Land ; but the Laws of God are on their fide, 
and they will certainly carry it before the Tri- 
bunal of Heaven. 5 wh 
Por (to borrow the Words of a Judicious 
(a) Author) God has not left one Man ſo much 
to the Mercy of another, that he may ſlarve bim 
if be pleaſes. No Subjection on the one hand, 
nor Superiority on the other, can be a foundation 
for ſuch Cruelty. God, who is the Common Lord 
and Father of us all, bas given no one of his (bil. 
dren ſuch a Property, in his peculiar portion of 
the Things of this World, but that He has given 
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(a) Mr. Lock, Of Government, chap. 4. § 42. 
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his needy Brother à Right to his Surpluſage of his 
Goode; ſo that it cannot juſtly be denyd hin, 
then his preſſing Wants call for it. So that it 
was always a Sin in any Man of Eſtate, to let 
bis Brother periſh, for want of affording him Relief 
out of his oy As Juſtice groes every Man 
a Title to the Produd of his honeſt Induſtry, and 
the fair Acquiſitions of his Anceſtors deſcended to 
him; ſo Charity gives every Man a Title to fo 
much out of another's Plenty, as will keep him 


rom extream Want, where he has no Means to 


 fubſiſt otherwiſe, 5 5 

1 25 certainly, if Rich Men would but con- 

ſider, that they have Nothing but what they re- 

ceivd from that God who alone gives Man 

Power to get Wealth; that they owe all to his 
good Providence and free Bounty; they could 

never think it hard or unreaſonable, that God 


ſhould charge thoſe Eſtates which he has given 


them, with ſome ſmall Annuities to thoſe who 
are in Want and Diſtreſs; that He, who is the 
Univerſal Donor, ſhould require this Rent or 
Tribute from All whom He has bleſſed with the 
Things of this Life, as an Acknowledgment that 
they are his Tenants, that they receive and hold 
all that they have of Him; and that if they re- 
fuſe to pay it, they forfeit their Tenure, and 
have not, in the fight of God, any lawful Title 
to what they poſleſs. V 
Thus we ſee that the Poor are to be provided 
for out of the Abundance of the Rich, and that 
they have as good a Title to their Share, as we 
have to ours: a Title deriv'd immediately from 
the Supreme Lord of Heaven and Earth, who, 
by his ſending them into this World, manifeſtly 
deſigned them a Subfiſtence in it; and by his 
placing Mankind here, and bidding them iacreaſe 


and 
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and multiply, gave them All a Right to Food and 


Raiment, and other Conveniencies of Life, the 
Materials whereof He had fo plentifully provided. 


for them: And leſt his Will ſhould not be ſut- 
ficiently underſtood by this, He has moreover ex- 


preſly commanded it in his Word. So that who- 
ever refuſes to give Alms to the Poor, when tis in 
the power of his hand to do it, does, in the opinion 


of Solomon, with-bold good from them to whom it 
is due, or, as it is rendred in the Margin, from 
the Owners thereof. For extream Want gives 
every Man a juſt Right to Relief; and he is as 
much an Owner, and has as good a Title to this, 


as we have to any thing which we pollels. 
The Sum of the Matter is this : — The whole 


World is God's Family, and all Men bear the 


ſame relation to Him. They are his Sons, and 
Servants, and have every One their proper Work 


and Buſineſs ; upon the Performance of which, 


they are entitled to a- due Maintenance. For 


God never deſign d that any Man ſhould be ſup- 


ported in an idle Life: ſuch a One is not ſo 
much as the Object of our Charity. Tis the 
Apoſtle's Command, that if any would not work, 


neither ſhould he eat, 2 Theil. 3. 10. But ſuch as 
are fallen into Miſery and Want, through ' the 

Providence of God, and not by their own fault, 
and ſuch as are not yet come to Years of Di- 


ſcretion, nor arriv'd to ſuch an Age and Strength 
as to be able to work and provide for themſelves ; 


all ſuch as theſe are to be treated with the utmoſt 
Tenderneſs and Compaſſion, and have the juſteſt 
title to our Aſhiſtance and Relief. And therefore 
they who are Rich in this World, whom God 
has appointed Truitees and Stewards in his Family 


upon Earth, an]! made Kkulers over his Houſhold, 


ought to conſider and provide for them, and give 
them their Meat in due ſeaſon, And 


And thus I have done with my EFrſ? Obſerva- 
tion, that rich Men are God's Stewards, and have 
ſhewn what that Truſt implies. 
And I have been the longer upon this Head, be- 
cauſe Men are too apt to look upon themſelves as 
abſolute Owners of what they poſſeſs, and to think 
that the Propriety they have in their Eſtates barrs 
all Claims and Pretenſions of the Poor; whereas 
it appears from what has been faid, that the Poor 
have a Right to Relief from the Rich; that Riches 
were given us for this very purpoſe; that they are 
Talents which God has committed to our Care, not 
to be laid out upon our Luſts, nor to be wrapped 
up in a Napkin, but to be employed for his Glory, 
and the Good of Mankind. I proceed now to my 
Second Obſervation, which was 


IId, That Riches, whatever Value we may 
ſet upon them, are, in themſelves, but mean and 
indifferent things; our Bleſſed Saviour having af- 
forded them no better Title than the Mammon of 
Unrighteouſneſs. . 


If we conſult the Scriptures, we ſhall never find 
Riches well ſpoken of, nor any honourable men- 
tion made of them. The Rich are not once de- 

clar'd to be blefled ; but, on the contrary, are re- 

preſented unto us as in a dangerous Condition, upon 

account of their Riches. And if the Things of 
this World had any thing valuable in them, That 
Man would have loved them, who was the Son of 
God: But He was content with a mean and low 
Eftate, and was ſo far from affecting the Wealth 
and Grandeur of this World, that he quite over- 
looked and deſpiſed theſe I and has given 
po LY us 


(18) 


us 2 great many Cautions againſt them, which 


780 6 to render them very ſuſpicious: Tis a very 
70 Character which he gives them here in the 
Text, the Mammon of Un ghreoumeſs, a 111 dit- 


paraging Appellation. 


2 are two Senſes of this Phraſe, 


1% By the Mammon of Un ighreouſneſs. may. be 
* Iſe and deceitful, uncertain: and tranſitory 
Riches, untrue; and, counterteit Wealth, in oppoſi- 


tion to true and real Riches. And this ſeems to 
be the moſt proper Meaning of the Phraſe in this 


place, as appears from the Iith Verſe, where 7he 
wnrighteous Manmon. is oppoſed to the true Riches. 
The Title which, Sk. Paul gives to Riches, in his 
Firſt Epiſtle to Timon y, chap. 6. ver. 17. is agree- 


able to this of our Saviour's, and ſeems to be a 


Paraphraſe upon it: Charge them that are rich in 
4Þis World, that they truſt not in uncertain Riches 


in the Uncertainty of Rehes, or in Riches of Un- 
certainty, 


And in this Senſe our Saviour $ Meani ng. is, That 


thele temporal things, the Riches of this World, 


are not true Riches, nor what Chriſtians ought to 
look upon as valuable Polleſſions. For. they are 
conſin d to this Liſe, where Chriſtians do not ſet 
up their Reſt, nor: lay: in their Hearts, II good for 
us 70 le bere. Heaven is their native Place and 
Home, and there they, have a -berzer- and a more 


enduring Subſtance, | Thc Men of: this World, who 


hate their Portion in this Liſe. and do not look out 


beyond this preſent, Scene of Things, may well be 


allowed to fer a high. Eſteem upon this worldly 


Wealth, and to value it as the true and, o y Riches. 


But Chriſtians, who place their greateſt * and 


ExpeQations upon mother World, cannot * 
a | | the 


T a 5 
the groſſeſt Abſurdity and Contradiction take theſe 
to be true Riches, but muſt always look upon them 
as vain and deceitful, falſe and empty, in compa- 
riſon of that valuable and durable Treaſure which 
is reſerved for them in Heaven. The Things of 
this World do no way affect our final and eternal 
Happineſs. In this reſpeCt we are neither the bet- 
ter with them, nor the worle without them. God 
will neither accept nor reject us upon account of 
our Worldly Poſſeſſions. Theſe are not the Things 
that will recommend us to Him, or inrich us with 
his Favour. Tis our Piety and Virtue, our real 
| Goodneſs and true Holineſs, that muſt do this. 
Theſe are the only Riches of a Chriſtian here, and 
Theſe will give him a Title to an eternal Inherit- 
JVC . 
But, 2d/y, we may take Larigbteonſneſs in the 
common and obvious Senſe of the Word; and there 
are good Reaſons why Riches may juſtly be ſtild 
the Mammon of Unrighteouſhels in this Senſe. 
1. Becauſe they are too often got by unjuſt and 
unrighteous Means. For when Men have once ſet 
their Hearts upon Riches, and will not be content 
with the ordinary Diſpenſations of Providence, 
and the common Necellaries and Conveniencies of 
Lite, but are reſolved to raiſe great Eſtates, and ro 
have Houſes which ſhall continue for ever, and Lands 
which they may call after their own Names, Pal. 
49. 17, I fay, when Men have ſuch ungovernable 
and inordinate Appetites, and ſuch an eager thirſt 
after Riches, they ſeldom conſider lawful Means, 
or confine themſelves to ſuch ; but without any re- 
gard to Right or Wrong, lay hold of every Onpor- 
unity which comes in their way, to increaſe their 
preſent Store, . 


0 
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Hence 
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Hence the Apoſtle tells us, 1 Tm. 6. 9, 10, 11. 
Thar They that will be rich, i. e. they who are thus 
bent, and reſolved upon it, fall into Temptation, and 
a Snare, and into many fooliſh and 26 fo Luſis, 
which drown Men in Deſtruction and Ferdition. For 
the Love of Money is the Root of all Evil, which, 
while ſome coveted after, they have erred from the 
Faith, and pierced themſelves through with many 
Sorrows. And it was the Obſervation of one of 
the wiſeſt and richeſt of Men, That he that ma- 
eth haſte to be rich, ſhall not be innocent; Prov. 
28. 20. Not that tis impoſſible, by moſt juſt and 
lawful Dealings, to arrive ſpeedily at great Riches ; 
but when Men have once ſet their Hearts upon 
Wealth, and Coverouſneſs is become a ruling Prin. 
ciple in them, tis extreme difficult to reſiſt a pro- 
fitable Temptation, and to keep ſtrictly to Truth 
and Juſtice, and the thing that is right. 
2̃. As Riches are too often ill gotten, and ac- 

quired by unjuſt Means, and may fitly, upon that 
account, be called the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs ; 
ſo when we are poſſeſſed of them, they frequently 
prove a Snare to us, and an Occaſion of our falling 
into many Sins, which probably we had never been 
euilty of, had we not been ſo rich; and may, for 
this reaſon alſo, very well deſerve that Name. 

'Tis not eaſy to recount the many and great 
Temptations which Men of great Eſtates and 
Fortunes are more expoſed to than other Pec- 

le. 1 
. Aﬀuence and Plenty adminiſter Fuel to our 

Luſts, diſpoſe us too much to take our Eaſe and 
Pleaſure, and turniſh out the Means for Intem- 
perance and Exceſs, and ſow the Seeds of nany 
Vices. Fulneſs and Abundance ſwell and puff Men 
up, make them giddy and high- minded. d 

= 5 | etri.y 
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betray Men into Vanity and Folly, Pride, and Paſ- 
ſion, and Preſumption : They Rifle the Apprehen- 
fions of a Deity, weaken the Senſe of our Duty 
and Dependance upon Him, and introduce a; vain 
and trifling, or a profane and wicked Spirit. 
Men of great Poſſeſſions are apt to love this 
preſent World, to ſet up their Reſt here, and to 
take little or no Care to provide for another 
and a better State: They make Silver their Hope, 
and fine Gold their Confidence: They 7ruft in 
uncertain Riches, and in their heart depart from 
the living God. For as Solomon obſerves, the Rich 
Man's Wealth is his ſirong City, and as an bigh 
Wall in bis own concen, Piov. 18. 11. And 'tis 
the Wiſe Son of Sirach's Remark, that Riches and 
| Strength lift up the Heart, Ecclus. 40. 26. When 
en are rich, and imcreasd in Goods, and habe 
need of nothing, they ſoon forget God, or deny 
Him, and caſt off all Fear and Reverence of 
Him. When Feſhurun waxed far, be kicked,” and 
| forſook God that made bim, and lightly efleem'd 
the rock of his ſalvation, Deut. 32. 15. And 
Trae! was then moſt corrupted, when they moſt = 
proſpered. This is the ground of that Caution 
which Moſes gives the Children of J/-ae/, Deut. 
6. 10, &c. And it ſhall be when the Lord thy 
God ſhall haue brought thee into the Land which 
he ſwear unto thy Fathers, to Abraham, to Iſaac, 
ond to Facob, to give thee, great and goodly 
ties which thou buildedſt not, and Houſes full of 
all good things which thou filledſt not, and Wells 
digged which thou diggedſt not, Vineyards and 
Olive trees which thou plantedſt not, when thou 
ſhalt have eaten and be full, then beware left 
thou forget the Lord. Agreeably to Agur's 
Petition, Prov. 30. 7, &c. Groe- me not riches, 
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34 . 
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teſt I be full, and deny thee, and ſay, Who is the 
Riches and Power are commonly made the In- 
ſtruments of Cruelty and Oppreſſion. They diſpoſe 
Baſe-minded Men to Injure and Abuſe thoſe, who 


are ſo far beneath them, that they cannot defend 
themſelves ; and they cempt Profane Men to blaſ- 


pheme and diſhonour God. Both thele things are 


charg d upon the Rich, by St. James, chap. 2. 6, 7. 
Do not Rich Men oppreſs you, and draw you before 


the Fudgment. ſcat? Do not they blaſpheme that 


worthy Þ"»me by the which ye are called? 


And thus we ſee how firly Riches may be ſtil'd 


the Mammon of Unrijghteouſneſs, in the common 
acceptation of that Phraſe, both as they are 
too often acquird by unjuſt . Means, and made 
uſe of to unjuſt Purpoſes, and become the unhappy 
occaſion of much Unrighteouſneſs. But, 


III dh Though Riches be ſuch mean things in 


themſelves, and often prove thus hurtful to thoſe 


who poſſeſs them, they may be employ'd to the 


beſt and greateſt Purpoſes. We may make to our 
ſelves Friends of this Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs , 


that when we fail, they may recerve us into ever- 
laſting Habitations. N 

And this is what our Saviour exhorts us to, in 
imitation of the Unjuſt Steward, who provided for 


his future Subſiſtence, by making to himſelf Friends 
with his Lord's Money: Ard I ſay wnto you, 


Make to your ſelves Friends of the Mammon of 


 Unrijghteouſneſs, &c. Be ye as prudent and in- 
duſtrious in the ways of Virtue and Charity, to 
ſecure your eternal Well-being in another and an 


\ 


endleſs Lite, as he was, by his indirect PraQtices, 
5 5 5 3 


(23) 
to provide for the Remainder of this ſhort: and 
- tranfitory Life. As many of you as God has 
intruſted with any worldly Riches, are Stewards ; 
and tis but a very ſhort time before you will be 
called upon to give an Account of your Steward- 
ſhip. And that ye may do it with Foy, and not 
with grief, it is requir d, that ye be found faithful. 
That ye lay out your Riches not only upon your 
ſel ves, and your own Conveniencies and Pleaſures, 
but upon God's Family, over which ye are plac'd 
as Stewards, in Feeding the Hungry, Cloathing 
the Naked, Inſtructing the Ignorant, and Relieving 
all that are in any Want or Diſtreſs. It ye lay 
dodut this tranſitory and uncertain Wealth in ſuch a 
Manner, and to ſuch Purpoſes, in Ads of Righte- 
ouſneſs and Piety, Mercy and Charity, and in 
doing all the Good ye can, ye may thereby ſecure 
to your ſelves an eternal and incorruptible Trea- 
{ure in Heaven; and when ye fail, i. e. when ye 
Expire and Die, and this World and all its in- 
joyments ſhall utterly periſh, ye may there be re- 
ceivd into everlaſting Habitations, and enjoy the 
endleſs Happineſs of another World. 
Not that we are to imagine, that we can bribe 


Heaven by our Bounty, that our A/ms and Oblarions. 


are a ſufficient Sacrifice and Atonement for our 
Sins, and that God will paſs over and pardon all 
our Trangreſſions of his other Commands, for our 
ſole Obſervance of this. Our Charity and Libera- 

lity to the Poor, can never atone for the Ads of 
Fraud and Injuſtice we have been guilty of. No 
ſuch Concluſion as this can be drawn from the Pa- 
_ Table. True Repentance, and Reſtitution, (which, 
it it can be made, is, in the preſent Caſe, an eſſen- 
tial part of true Repentance) is the only Remedy 
here. But where that is impoſſible, Acts of Cha- 
: 3 | | | | . rity 
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tity. and Mercy are the beft Amends we can make; 


and, when join d with true Repentance, will pro- 
cute our Pardon. Again, where Rich Men have 
abus d their Truſt, either by extream Covetouſneſs, 
or exceſſive Profuſtneſs; either by keeping cloſe 


their Wealth, or by conſuming it upon their Luſts; 


they may in ſome ſenſe atone for this, by being 
faithful Stewards for the future, by providing for 
their Lord's Family, and giving them ther Meat 


in due Seaſon: juſt as any other great Vices may 
be faid to be expiated by a conſtant Practice of 
the contrary Virtues; which is the beſt Token of 
_ a true Repentance. In this Senſe, and in this 
only, can A/ms be call d a Sacrifice and an Atone- 


The Papiſts, indeed, have carried the Merit of 


Charity, as well as of other good Works, to an 
extravagant heigth; and, to make a Gain of Un- 
godlineſs, have hung up a Table of Fees (), and 
have ſet a certain Price for every Sin, upon which 
it ſhall certainly be forgiven; and have, by this 


means, in direct Oppoſition to what our Saviour 


ſays, made it next to impoſſible for a Rich Man, 
how wicked ſoever, NO T to enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven. But we have not ſo learnt Chrift. 


nor dare we teach Men any ſuch Doctrine as this. 


We know of no fuch Virtue, Efficacy, or Merit 
in any Ads of Charity or Mercy, as will fave 
us, amidſt other Sins untepented of and unfor- 
faken. The Goſpel Terms of Salvation (and no 


Power upon Earth can make any other) are uni- 


form and univerſal Obedience to all the Precepts 
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and Commands of God. But as ſome Things 
are, in their own Nature, of mote Value and Im- 
portance than others, and are, for that Reaſon, 
more flequently inculcated and inſiſted on, and 
Charity being plainly a Duty of this kind; ſo we 
may ſafely venture to ſay thus much in behalf 
of it, That it is the beſt Inſtrument of promo- 
ting the Welfare and Happineſs of the World : that 
when duly perform'd, and upon right Principles, 
. belt Proof we can give of our Belief of 
the Goſpel; and of our profeſſed Subjection to it; 
that it never exiſts ſeparately, in an eminent de- 
gree, but is always found in Conjunction with 
other Virtues; that for theſe, and other Reaſons, 
God has given it the Preference to all poſitive 
Duties, even to thoſe Acts of Homage and Wor- 
fhip which are directed immediately to hm; that 
. will be made after it, at the 
Laſt Great Day of Accounts; and that though 
none of our Sins will he then pardon'd for the ſake 
of this Virtue, yet all our other Virtues will be re- 
Jetted for want of it. And this, I hope, is abundant- 
ly ſufficient to perſwade you to the Practice of it, 
1 the beſt and moſt extenſive manner you are 
How much Good, Men of great Eſtates are 
capable of doing with their Riches, and how 
many Ways, if they be wiſe and faithful Srewards, 
they may improve what God has given them, 
not only for the Benefit of the preſent Age, 


but of the Generations to come, and of the 
> People which are yet unborn, appears fully from 
; the PouBLicx FounDaTIoNns which have been 
7 rais'd in this City, by your Predeceſſors, and 
Ph your Selves, for the Relief of the Poor and 
Hlelpleſs: An Accounm of which 1 am now 
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becauſe it is their Lade, and they have never 
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to lay before you, to ftir up your pure | Minds, 
by way of Remembrance, and to ' excite you to 


Imitate their Example, and to compleat what is 
yet wanting of that Glorious Work which they 


have begun. 


[ Ferre the REPORT was read. 


That which claims our firſt and greateſt 


Care, is, the good Inſtruction and Education of 
 Jourh : This is a Matter of ſuch Conſequence 
and Importance to the Public, that it ought, 
in every Nation, to be made a Publick Concern, 


And it due Care was taken of this, there would 


not be ſo much Occaſion for ſome other ſorts 
of Charity, which are now abſolutely neceſiary; 
becauſe this would Prevent the Miſeries and 
Wants which thoſe Charities are deſign'd to 


Relieve. Tis certain, that Ignorance and Idleneſs 


are the chiet Sources of Mens Miſcarriages and 


Misfortunes z rbeſe are the great Inlets to Vice 
and Wickedneſs, Poverty and Want. And if due 
Care was taken of every One in their tender 
Fers, and they were train'd up betimes in the 


| Knowledge and Practice of their Duty, in Honeſt 
Induſtry and Virtue ; were there a ſufficient Fund 
for this Purpoſe, it would be the zobleſt Charity 


that could be contriv'd, and would moſt effectuall7 

promote the Welfare and Happineſs of the Na- 
tion. This would leſſen the Number of the 
Poor and Indigent, but eſpecially of the Looſe 


and Diſorderly part of them, of the Idle and 


Vicious Vagabonds, who are not a/ham'd to Beg, 


been 


6179 
been us d to Labour; nor afraid to Pilfer and 
Steal, or betake themſelves to any other bad 
Coutſes, becaule they have never been inſtructed 
in the Principles of Religion and Virtue, and have 
lived without God in the World. ne. 


The many Charity Schools, which of late Yeats 
have been ſet up in this and other Populous 
Places of the KI NG DOM, have done a great deal 
of Good this way, and will, we hope, in Time, 
do more. But few of theſe Schools are able to 
go further than barely to Cloath their Children, 
and to give them a little good Education. They 
cannot Feed them, or Provide well for their future 
Settlement. This Extenſive Charity they cannot 
ordinarily meet with, but in ſuch Places as 
Cybriſts Hoſpital, and the London Work-Houſe ; 
whete there is a ſettled Fund, a certain Annual 
Income for their Subſiſtence. In theſe Places great 
Numbers of Children are duly inſtructed in the 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, furniſh'd with 
wholſom Food, and clean Apparel, and taught all 
ſuch uſeful Knowledge as may make them good 
Apprentices and Servants; and ate aftetwards 
catefully plac'd out to good Trades, and under 
good Maſters and Miſtreſſes. To Enlarge theſe 
Foundations, and to make them capable of Re- 
ceiving, and Bringing up greater Numbets of 
Children, and, in Time, of taking Care of all 
who want this Aſſiſtance, is the moſt uſeful De- 
ſign we can be engag' d in, and the beſt way of 
employing our Wealth. 5 5 5 


Next to theſe Poor Children, who fo much want 

four Aſſiſtance, and who can have done nothing 

to Difoblge you, and make you tefuſe to help 
þ EONS JV 


/ 
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them; 1 muſt recommend their Caſe to you, 
who have 0b/jg'd you very much, and: deſervd 
uy at your hands; ho have hazarded their 
Lives and Limbs Abroad, to fecute yo, Fer- 
ſons and Properties at Home ., who have bravely 
Les your Battles, and rais d the Credit of 
the NaTtion to the urmoſt Height. When ſuch 
as theſe return Home Sick, and Maim'd, and 
Wounded, tis very hard, if, out of common 
Gratitude, they ſhould not meet with a kind 
5 Reception, and be treated with the utmoſt Ten- 
derneſs and Compaſſion, be Relieved and Supported 
under thoſe Calamities which have befallen them 
for your ſakes, and in fo good a'Cauſe,: as Fight - 
ing Ain the Defence of the jult Rights. n N 


85 ny of their Native Country. 


nd they alſo who Labour ander b Dita, Sick 
neſs, and Infirmities of any ſort, and by whatever 
Providence brought upon them, deſerve your 


Compaſſion and Relief, as they are Caſes of 


Extremity and Neceſſity. Both theſe ſorts of 
Objects are lodg'd in the Hoſpital: Ft f A 
#bolomew, and Sr, Thomis. 


In cha next place, the Hoſpital. of! Bridewel, 
to which I ſhall Join the London Work-Hloufe, 
_ deſerve your Helping Hand. In both theſe Places, 
not only Innocent Children are Brought up in 
divers Arts and Trades, and afterwards are put 
out Apprentices; but Vasrant and Idle, Led 
and Vicious People, are Confin d, and Chaſtis d, 
and by Smart and Labour, are brought to Shame 
and Sorrow, and rectaim'd from their Looſe hw 
of Life. ee | 
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ſo many Atcidents, be Diſorder, and the 
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-: os 1 begun the Aerount ef theſe Charities win 
that which is defign'd- for theſr Lirtie Our s, hd 
ae not et come to Vrats of Diſcretich du 
Nipeel of Underſtanding, and a Seriſe of dil 
cerning between Good and Evil; ſo I ha 
_ Clote "It with nut -which is | defign'd for che 
| Relief of thoſe Who have loft their Sænſte, whe 
have loſt the Uſe of hat NMaſon and Underft andy d 
which they once had, and haue nothin ng nen 
but their Owrward Shape, to \diftir 
from the Creatures: below them. + Theſe = fad 
ObjeAs indeed; they ſhew us to our Selves in qhe 
worſt Diſguiſe, by turning to us the weak and 
f dark ſide of Human Nature; and may ſerve to 
convince us what little reaſon we. have to glory 
our Wiſdom, or in any Intellectual Attainments 3 
fince the ſtrongeſt Brain may, fo ſuddenly, and by 


an . Underſtanding be Confounded in a 

8 2 The Sight of theſs. unhappy Wretches | 
may raiſe ſuch Reflexions as theſe in our 2 
bs ſhould never be made Matter of Sport 
Paſtime, Recreation and Diverſion. This is a 
barbarous and inhuman Abuſe of ſuch fad SpeQacles. 
But as often as we - behold them, we ſhould 'blefs 
Gd for preſerving us from their miſerable ſtate, 


And do all we can to Relieve them under it, to 


have them reſtor d again to their Senſes, and re- 
cover d to a right Mind. And for this good End 
the Haſpital of Bethlem was founded: And how 
well it has anſwer d this End, appears f from the 
HE now read unto you. 


At 9 Wo: 
\Y : How much theſe Foundations have advancd the 
Honour of this City, and the real Good of ins 

Inhabitants, Is evident at firſt View. i IRR 


(39) 

Heard already how much the "Charge of! theſe 
ſeveral Hoſpitals exceeds their Original Endowments, 
which have been greatly impair d and leſfen'd by 
Fires, and other Accidents; inſomuch that it 
would have been impoſſible for them to have 
ſubſiſted, and | anſwer'd the Intention of their 
Founders, without the additional Supplies of many 
— and Charitable Perſons now Dead, and the 
liberal Contributions of ſeveral now Living. 
And great Pity it is, that theſe noble Funda. 
tions ſhould not be further enlarg d, and be made 
capable of anſwering all the Wants and Necel: 
fities of Mankind. Here is a good Beginning 
made, and it is incumbent upon us to do what 
we: can to Finiſh it. Ihe Harueſt truly it 
great; and tho the Labourers have NOT been. 
few, yet they have not been enough to gather in 
the Harveſt, There are ſeveral Inſtances of 
Charity, either not at all, or nor' ſufficiently pro- 
vided for. That this CITY, which, for Wealth 
and Grandeur, for Number of Inhabitants, and 
Statelineſs of Buildings, for Trade and Com 
merce, may challenge the whole World, ſhould 
ſwarm with ſuch Crowds of Beggars, who in- 
commode your Paſſage in the Streets, who be- 
fiege you in your Houſes and your Shops, who beſet 
your Churches, and make he Houſe of Prayer 
a Den of Thieves : That ſuch Numbers of ahaft 

ly and deformd Speftacles ſhould every-where 
_ preſent themfelves to our View : That ſo man 
innocent Infants ſhould be murtber'd or expos d, 
to cover the Shame of their guilty Parents: I 
fay , theſe are, all of them, ſuch Spots and 
Biemiſbes in this famous and well-govern'd City, 
as ought, by your timely Care and Proviſion, 

to be done away. 9; 


You 


| 


41) 


You ſee then, - what Variety of O tunities 
ou Fave before you of doing Goo 2 8 
ays ye may improve what God has committed 
to your Truſt, and gain the Character of Wiſe 
and Faithful Stewards, and receive the Reward 


of ſuch. 1 ſhall Cloſe all with thoſe remark- 


able Words of our Bleſſed Saviour, Luke 12. 
42. Who then is that faithful and wiſe Steward, 
whom bis Lord ſhall make Ruler over his How- 
hold, to give them their Portion of Meat in 
due Seaſon ? Bleſſed is that Servant, whom big 


Lord when be cometh ſhall find ſo doing. Of a © 
trutb I ſay unto you, that be will make him Ru- 


ler over all that he bath. But and if that Ser. 


vant ſay in bis heart, My Lord delayetb bis 
coming ; and ſhall begin to beat the Men-ſervants, 


and Maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be 
drunken : The Lord of that Servant will come 


in a Day when he looketh not for him, and in an 
Hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in 


under, and will appoint him his Portion with : 


the Unbehevers. © 
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